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of Social-Democratic work, nor -did they in the least forget the economic struggle; but they were able at the same time to present the urgent and immediate political tasks in their full scope and they opposed the transformation of the workers' party into an "economic" appendage of the liberal bourgeoisie.
The Economists had learned by rote that politics are based on economics and "understood" this to mean that the political struggle should be reduced to the level of the economic struggle. The new Iskra-ists have learned by rote that the economic basis of the democratic revolution is the bourgeois revolution, and "understood" this to mean tlhat the democratic aims of the proletariat should be degraded to the level of bourgeois moderation, to the limits beyond which "the bourgeoisie will recoil." On the pretext of rendering their work more profound, on the pretext of rousing the initiative of the workers and pursuing a purely class policy, the Economists were actually delivering the working class into tihe hands of the liberalnbourgeois politicians, i.e., , were leading the Party along a path which objectively meant exactly that. On the same pretexts, the new /sira-ists are actually betraying the interests of the proletariat in the democratic revolution to the bourgeoisie, i.e., are leading the Party along a path which objectively means exactly that. The Economists thought that leadership in the political struggle was no concern of the Social-Democrats but properly the business of the liberals. Tho new Js&ra-ists think that the active conduct of tlhe democratic revolution is no concern of the Social-Democrats but properly the business .of... the democratic bourgeoisie, for, they argue, if the proletariat takes the leading and pre-eminent part it will "dimi-nislh the sweep" of the revolution.
In short, the new 7s7cra-ist$ are the epigones of Econo-mism, not only in their origin at the Second Party Congress-, but also iii the manner in which they now present the tactical tasks of the proletariat in the democratic revolution, They, too, constitute an intellectual-opportunist wing of the